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SUBJECT: BELGIAN AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON SIAD'S NON-ALIGNMENT 

REF: MOGADISCIO 1466 

1 . THE CHARGE MET WITH BELGIAN AMBASSADOR EDGARDUS VERHILLE 
(RESIDENT AT DAR ES SALAAM) ON SEPTEMBER 12, A FEW MINUTES 
BEFORE VERHILLE BOARDED A FLIGHT OUT OF MOGADISCIO. 

DISCUSSING HIS BRIEF VISIT HERE, VERHILLE SAID HE BELIEVED 

THAT PRESIDENT SIAD’S CITATION OF THE "TRIPLE TENETS OF 
NON-ALIGNMENT, PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP FOR ALL", WHEN ACCEPTING 
VERHILLE’S CREDENTIALS, WAS NOT MERELY RHETORICAL AND 
COULD PRESAGE SOME REDRESSING OF THE GSDR’S HEAVY RELIANCE 
ON THE SOVIET UNION. HE SAID THE SOMALI AMBASSADOR AT 
BRUSSELS RECENTLY CONVEYED THE SAME MESSAGE TO THE GOB. 

2. VERHILLE ALSO SAID THAT SIAD LOOKED FIT AND WAS IN 
GOOD SPIRITS DURING THEIR MEETINGS. (SIAD APPARENTLY WAS 
SERIOUSLY INDISPOSED IN AUGUST AND ONLY RECENTLY BEGAN 
TO RECEIVE VISITORS AGAIN ON A REGULAR BASIS.) 

3. COMMZNT: THE GSDR’S ATTACHMENT TO SCIENTIFIC 
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GSDR FROM MAINTAINING GOOD WORKING RELATIONS WITH THE 
EEC AND INDIVIDQML WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, SUCH AS 
ITALY AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, WHICH ARE PROVIDING 
GENEROUS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. THIS IS IN MARKED 
CONTRAST TO ITS HOSTILE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE U.S. WE ARE 
INCLINED TO SUBSCRIBE SIAD'S RELATIVE EXPANSIVENESS WITH 
VERHILLE TO THIS LONG-STANDING CONNECTION WITH THE EEC AND 
NOT TO A SYSTEMATIC REAPPRAISAL OF GSDR FOREIGN POLICY, 

EVEN THOUGH INDIVIDUAL SOMALI, AND PERHAPS SIAD HIMSELF, 

ARE SENSITIVE TO ARAB AND AFRICAN CRITICISM OF THEIR 
EXTREME RELIANCE ON THE SOVIETS. CERTAINLY, THERE HAS 
BREN NO THAW IN THE GSDR'S COLD WAR AGAINST THE U.S., 

WHICH IS NOW MANIFESTING ITSELF IN A PRESS AND DIPLOMATIC 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST SECRETARY KISSINGER'S INITIATIVES IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
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